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APPENDIX 1 

Summary of consultation responses to Arnside & Silverdale AONB 

Management Plan 

The majority of comments made relate to minor clarifications required to the text.  

The key issues raised and amendments made to the plan are summarised in the 

table below. 

Issues raised Amendments made 

Give more emphasis to the role of 
farming and land management in 
creating the beauty of the landscape 

First sentence in Introduction section  
amended to:   
‘The natural beauty of an AONB 
landscape is partly due to nature and is 
partly the product of many centuries of 
human modification and management 

Be more specific about improving the 
viability of farming 

Securing long term viability of rural, 
farming and forestry businesses added to 
delivery section. 

Identify key species for nature 
conservation 

A list of key species will not be provided 
in the management plan because of the 
wide range of taxon groups which are 
significant within the AONB. Action for 
key species will also be dependent on 
analysis of evidence, monitoring and 
opportunity on a case by case basis. 
Targeted action for Red Squirrel will 
continue via the Westmorland Red 
Squirrels steering group and according to 
agreed national strategy.    

Provide more clarity in the text on how 
stated objectives are derived from the 
issues and challenges identified 

Plan has been restructured to make this 
clearer. 

More details could be given on how 
actions will be delivered and which lead 
partners would be involved 

The position of the AONB is that, in the 
current period of political uncertainty and 
many upcoming significant policy 
changes, and the fact that a major 
national review of designated landscapes 
is currently underway, they are not in a 
position to be able to be specific about 
lead partners, costs and timetables. The 
review group agreed to take a more 
general approach and set out a 
framework for action rather than a costed 
delivery plan that will become out of date 
very quickly.  More specific detail on this 
would be given in the annual AONB team 
business plans   This is consistent with 
the approach being taken by other 
AONBs for the same reason. 
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APPENDIX 2 

Summary of consultation responses to North Pennines AONB Management 

Plan 

The majority of comments made relate to points of clarification.  The key issues 

raised and amendments made to the plan are summarised in the table below. 

Issues raised Amendments made 

There should be more reference to 
historic environment in the Vision section 

Reference to historic environment 
included.  New action added: “ Promoting 
sensitive new uses for historic buildings 
and structures” 
 

There should be more emphasis on 
tackling climate change and improving 
water quality 

Reference to climate change and 
improvements to water quality have been 
added to the Vision and actions included 
to address these issues (e.g. peatland 
restoration) 

Concern that promoting traditional hay 
cutting rather than haylage/silage is 
overly restrictive for farmers 

Amended text to clarify that this relates to 
species-rich meadows and not all 
meadows 

The conservation value of all soil types 
should be recognised 

Section now includes reference to 
conservation of other soils and not just 
peatlands 

Wetlands are also an important habitat; 
there should be more focus on this in the 
plan 

The plan does include text on wetlands 
but section heading now amended to 
read ‘Rivers and Wetlands’ 

Be more proactive in identifying and 
developing skills and knowledge 
requirements for the younger generation 
to live and work in the AONB 

The Partnership is not resourced or 
tasked to do this work but an action for 
the AONB area can be added about 
increasing understanding of skills gaps, 
alongside the existing action to provide 
resources and support skills training – 
suggest “Identify skills and knowledge 
gaps in the land based sector of the 
area” as this would reflect the work of the 
AONB Partnership.   

 


